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A BOLD STRATEGY FOR FEEDING NEW YORK CITY
Two years ago, City Harvest began a strategic plan to chart our course for the
future, taking a close look at the disparity between the food New Yorkers need
to live a healthy life and the amount of emergency food currently provided, as
well as the dietary challenges experienced by households struggling to put good
food on the table for their families. A team of Board members and staff consulted
program partners and other experts in the field to determine our best role going
forward in feeding hungry New Yorkers.
What City Harvest saw reflected in city statistics, and in our conversations with
others committed to fighting hunger in New York City, mirrored our experience
on the ground, on hunger’s front lines:
 A substantial gap exists between the food hungry New Yorkers need to live a
healthy life and emergency food provided in the five boroughs.

HUNGER IN THE CITY

 Healthy food is difficult to access for many of our neighbors. Obesity and
diabetes have become full-fledged epidemics in many low-income communities.

20% of New Yorkers live in
poverty, a rate which climbs to
22% in Brooklyn and 29% in
the Bronx.

City Harvest now faces a critical moment for the food and nutritional needs
of the city. Over the next five years, we will lead the way in feeding our hungry
neighbors.

One in six New Yorkers and one
in four New York City kids live at
risk of hunger.
People living in poverty are more
than three times as likely as
those in the upper-middle class
to suffer from chronic dietary
illnesses.

…City Harvest plans to double the amount of food
we rescue and deliver, to some 60 million pounds
each year.

City data shows that three
million New Yorkers live in
places without easy access to a
supermarket, making it difficult to
find affordable nutritious food.

Using our new food rescue facility in Queens, City Harvest plans to double the
amount of food we rescue and deliver, to some 60 million pounds each year.
At the same time, we will deepen and expand our Healthy Neighborhoods
program, helping hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers gain better access to
nutritious food and choose healthy eating behaviors. We will begin additional
Mobile Markets to distribute more produce, increase the nutrition education
we offer, and begin work in a fifth high-need community.
City Harvest has been New York City’s private response to hunger for the last
30 years. We have only able to provide more food and respond to the challenges
our communities face because thousands of individuals and companies feel as
strongly as we do about ending hunger. Achieving City Harvest’s vision of a
hunger-free city will depend on donors from across the five boroughs standing
with us now. With record numbers of our neighbors facing a future where
the next meal is uncertain, we face a watershed moment. Your gift makes it
possible for City Harvest to step forward to provide individuals, families, and
communities with the food they need.
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Every day, City Harvest trucks deliver an abundance of
fresh, nutritious food thanks to these generous businesses.

28,542

328,052

Pounds of baked fresh daily artisan
bread from Amy’s Bread

64,865

Pounds of fresh produce including
string beans, broccolini from
Morris Okun

130,410

Pounds of farm fresh apples from
Fino Farms

1,880

Pounds of fresh salads, sandwiches,
prepared dishes, pastries and
assorted breads from World’s Fair
Marina Restaurant & Banquet

1,200

Meals of turkey meat loaf, sauteed
green beans and pearl onions, barley
with shitake mushrooms and edamame,
roasted red peppers and mixed fresh
fruit salad from Great Performances

4,157

Pounds of red grapefruit and mixed
produce items from Dole Packaged
Foods

3,483

Pounds of sandwiches, salads,
prepared dishes, assorted breads and
pastires from Flik International at
Davis Polk & Wardwell

3,000

Pounds of bottled water from
Restaurant Associates at
The N.B.A. Offices

Pounds of canned vegetables, meat
and pasta entrées, packaged pasta
and cookies, milk, cheese, chicken,
beef, fruits, bread and vegetables
from FreshDirect

26,650

Pounds of artisan bread from
Sullivan Street Bakery

40,000

Pounds of farm fresh cabbage and
onions from Torrey Farms

2,021

Pounds of prepared food like
sandwiches, meat and pasta entrées,
salads, soups, pastries, and breads
from Crowne Plaza Manhattan

7,342

Pounds of prepared dishes, fresh
salads, sandwiches, pastries and
assorted breads from Aramark
at Amtrak

100,326

Pounds of meat and pasta entrées,
packaged pasta and cookies,
milk, cheese, chicken, beef, fruits,
bread, and fresh vegetables from
Trader Joe’s

1,825

Pounds of prepared food like
sandwiches, meat and pasta entrées,
salads, soups, pastries, and breads
from Hotel Gansevoort

Dear City Harvest Friends,

“City Harvest is already
on track to surpass
38 million pounds
of food rescued and
delivered this year.”

Our Spring newsletter includes
important updates about City Harvest
—both our efforts to provide food
to hungry New Yorkers in coming
months and our plan to considerably
step up our program operations to feed
our city over the next five years. Not
only are we using our new food rescue
facility to provide a greater amount
of food to a hungry city, City Harvest
will make a deeper investment in the
hardest-hit areas through our Healthy
Neighborhoods program.
Increasing our deliveries of healthy
food will be key in coming years.
City Harvest is already on track to
surpass some 38 million pounds
of food rescued and delivered this
year—eight million pounds above our
goal. We’re also stepping up nutrition
education programs designed to
help make healthy choices easier in
communities with high rates of hunger
and diet-related diseases. We’ve just
begun a new partnership with Food
Bazaar stores in Bed Stuy, Brooklyn,
offering in-store recipe demos and
shopping tours that show households
how to get the best nutrition using
limited incomes.
At the same time,we’re planning
for the coming summer, when too
many children who depend on school
lunch may face hunger. Now in its
tenth year, Skip Lunch Fight Hunger

will engage employees at companies
throughout the city to help City Harvest
feed kids and their families this May,
and our Feed the Kids food drive
will once again be a critical source of
food for children’s programs between
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day.
Please also join City Harvest in signing
on to our list of priorities for the Farm
Bill, which governs the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP,
formerly known as Food Stamps),
a program that helps 1.8 million
New Yorkers put food on the table
each month, and public resources
and policies that increase access to
healthy affordable food in low-income
communities. The Farm Bill is being
debated now—let’s work together for
the strongest possible outcome.
Together, we can make a real and
substantial difference in the lives of our
neighbors who turn to City Harvest
to help them put good food on the
table. You have always helped drive
City Harvest’s mission, and as we pool
every resource at our disposal to ease
the burden on our city’s hungry, I hope
to count on your commitment.
Yours truly,

Jilly Stephens

Skip Lunch Fight Hunger
This year marks City Harvest’s 10th annual Skip Lunch Fight Hunger, when
New Yorkers donate what they would normally spend on lunch to help feed
New York’s hungry. In honor of this special anniversary, Skip Lunch Fight
Hunger will last a week, from May 14th – 18th. Thank you to our sponsors for
supporting this important campaign: BlackRock, EmblemHealth, KPMG LLP,
NBC 4 New York, Telemundo 47 Nueva York, Whole Foods Market, and
WOR Radio 710 AM, and Empire State Building.
Last year’s Skip Lunch Fight Hunger involved thousands of corporate and
individual participants raising nearly $500,000 – enough to help feed almost 24,000
hungry children and their families for an entire summer. Just a small donation can
make a big difference when it counts towards this year’s goal of $550,000!
Set up a fundraising campaign online through your workplace or join a corporate
team, and City Harvest will provide you with a promotion and fundraising kit
to help rally support from team members. For more information or to sign up,
visit www.skiplunch.org.

Uncommonly Good
47,366

Pounds of fresh produce including
cucumbers, grapes from D’Arrigo
Brothers

68,959

Pounds of artisan bread from
Tribeca Oven

46,493

Pounds of fresh produce including
tangerines, squash, and parsnips
from A & J Produce Corp.

119,642

Pounds of miche, pugliese,
sourdough batards, white baguettes,
pretzel rolls, seven grain, black
breads, and giant foccacia from
Tom Cat Bakery

32,693

Pounds of fresh produce including
french beans, eggplant, radishes
from S Katzman Produce Inc.

27,050

Pounds of fresh produce including
cabbage from CM Produce

187,909

76,787

19,008

115,167

175,322

12,170

10,976

227,050

98,535

10,188

Pounds of mixed flavored Yoplait
from General Mills Yoplait Columbo
Pounds of soy and almond milk from
White Wave Plant through Feed
The Children
Pounds of meat and pasta entrées,
packaged pasta and cookies,
milk, cheese, chicken, beef, fruits,
bread, canned vegetables and fresh
vegetables from Food Emporium

Pounds of ready for slicing deli meats
from Boar’s Head Brand
Pounds of bottled water and
green tea from Coca-Cola Maspeth
Sales Center
Pounds of various low sodium canned
beans, light coconut milk, brown rice,
canilla rice, various nectars and low
sodium tomato sauce from Goya Foods

Pounds of 12 inch white tortillas
from May Ab Happy Tacos
Pounds of prepared food like
sandwiches, meat and pasta entrées,
salads, soups, pastries, and breads
from Beth Israel South - Petrie
Division

8,867

Pounds of bagged popcorn and
Chip’Ins from Global Transport/
Dale & Thomas

Pounds of prepared sandwiches and
salads from Pret A Manger
Pounds of farm fresh onions from
Harvest Queen Farms

24,044

Pounds of prepared sandwiches and
salads from Le Pain Quotidien

22,290

Pounds of daily baked fresh bagels
from Bagel Express

City Harvest
Drivers
You don’t have to be behind the wheel to be
behind the cause! The following “City Harvest
drivers” help steer our trucks as well.
Restaurateurs and chefs are not only committed
partners in filling City Harvest trucks with good food,
but also take the time to volunteer in the field and
distribute food directly to hungry men, women and
children. In February, Danny Meyer and members of
his team from Union Square Hospitality Group, who
are being honored by City Harvest at An Evening of
Practical Magic in April, helped hand out fresh produce
to local residents at our Mobile Market in Bed Stuy.

Held for the first time this year, The Big Easy in the
Big Apple was City Harvest’s first Mardi Gras-themed
fundraiser. This special event held at Apella Event Space
at Alexandria Center brought Bourbon Street to New York
with the sounds of Rebirth Brass Brand, a New Orleans
brass band who later that week took home a Grammy
for the best regional roots music album. Adding to the
Big Easy atmosphere were restaurants offering special
tastes of the South: Delicatessen, Dinosaur Bar-B-Que,
Gravy, Hill Country Chicken, and The Little Owl, plus
sweets from Cookie Fairy Sweets. The sold-out event
raised over $80,000 for City Harvest.

Chefs opened up their hearts this Valentine’s Day by donating their culinary
talents to various events benefiting City Harvest. Fans of celebrity chef and
City Harvest Board member Marc Murphy bid on a romantic Valentine’s meal
for two cooked by Marc and raised money to feed hungry New Yorkers. Model
and food activist Elettra Wiedemann opened the pop-up restaurant GOODNESS
during New York Fashion Week, and proceeds from sales of chef Julian Medina’s
vanilla-infused flan dessert were donated to City Harvest. Tribeca Treats also
shared the love with their tasty heart-shaped Red Velvet Whoopie Pies, with 50%
of the proceeds from sales between February 1st and17th helping City Harvest
feed more hungry New Yorkers. Thank you to all who participated!
As you read in our last issue, in addition to helping City Harvest bring in more
food donations, our new Food Rescue Facility has ample space for volunteer
events. Corporate volunteer teams have already repacked 50,000 pounds
of produce for New York’s hungry since the facility’s opening in December!
Supporters from Barclays, Credit Suisse, and Deutsche Bank transferred fresh
produce from large bins into smaller, family-sized bags or boxes that could
easily be distributed throughout the five boroughs. Thank you to our corporate
volunteers for helping City Harvest get more produce into the hands of those in
need!
Hale and Hearty partnered with City Harvest for a Donate Your Bean & Green
soup drive. During the month of February, customers of 25 Hale and Hearty
locations in Manhattan and Brooklyn were able to help fight hunger by donating
their fully-stamped ‘Bean’ and ‘Green’ loyalty cards to City Harvest, and in turn,
Hale and Hearty matched their donations. Each donated loyalty card gave 12 oz.
of soup to City Harvest, and at the end of the drive, 890 cards were turned in—
enabling City Harvest to deliver a total of 1,780 portions of soup to our partner
soup kitchens and food pantries.

Healthy Hubs in Healthy Neighborhoods
As part of its Healthy Neighborhoods
program, City Harvest is connecting
residents in high-need communities to
helpful nutrition education right where
they shop by introducing a pilot program
with Food Bazaar at two stores in
Bed Stuy, Brooklyn. City Harvest
volunteers will hold cooking demos and
shopping tours, offering convenient
recipes and tips to help families eat
well. A volunteer provided through a
partnership with the New York City
Coalition Against Hunger will also be
on hand to help customers determine

whether they are eligible for Food
Stamps.

1,610

5,623

Pounds of assorted breads, pastries,
fresh salads, sandwiches and
prepared dishes from Centerplate

41,297

16,630

Pounds of pastries, soups, sandwiches,
and salads from Au Bon Pain

6,400

Pounds of mixed grocery items from
Dairyland/The Chef’s Warehouse

Pounds of shelf-stable items from a
canned food drive at Columbus Circle
from Church of God

20,458

3,740

Pounds of bread, sandwiches and
salads from Hale & Hearty Soups

Pounds of prepared brown bag meals
(sandwiches, fruit and drink) from
Sandwich Sundays from
East End Temple

City Harvest is committed to
working with local supermarkets
to help residents find and purchase
fresh healthy foods, in our target
neighborhoods. We look forward to
working with other retailers to engage
their communities in learning about
nutrition and how to shop healthy on
a limited budget. More information
can be found www.cityharvest.org/
shopping-tour.

Pounds of prepared food like
sandwiches, meat and pasta entrées,
salads, soups, pastries, and breads
from St. Regis Hotel

80,000

Pounds of farm fresh cabbage from
Voelpel Farms, Inc.

3,200

Pounds of prepared brown bag meals
(sandwiches, fruit and drink) from
Sandwich Saturdays from Temple
Shaaray Tefila

18,129

Pounds of bread, meat and pasta
entrées, crackers, and coffee from
E.A.T.

12,354

7,071

Pounds of specialty produce and
baked items from Le Bernardin

5,981

Pounds of meat, vegetables, pasta,
and salads from The Capital Grille

Pounds of prepared foods, including
meats and sides from Virgil’s Real
Barbecue

10,460

8,450

Pounds of bread, meat and pasta
entrées, and vegetables from Il Forno

Pounds of specialty breads, cheese,
fresh produce, exotic chocolates,
and pastries from International
Restaurant and Foodservice Show
of New York

123,361

Pounds of bread, canned vegetables,
meat and pasta entrées, packaged
pasta and cookies, milk, cheese,
chicken, beef, fruits, and vegetables
from Whole Foods Market

90,000

Pounds of farm fresh onions from
Joseph J. Rapasadi & Sons

A HEALTHY FARM BILL
Every five years, Congress revisits the Farm Bill, which
governs the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP, also known as Food Stamps), The Emergency
Food Assistance Program (TEFAP), which enables excess
commodity foods to be directed to food banks, and programs
that increase access to healthy food, like farmer’s markets.
The current Farm Bill expires in September and is now being debated in Congress.
City Harvest is working in partnership with other organizations in New York
City and across the country to ensure that Congress passes a Farm Bill that
protects SNAP, increases funding for TEFAP, and provides resources to support
the development of supermarkets, corner stores, farmer’s markets, and local and
regional food hubs.
Now is the time to get involved to influence this important legislation! Visit
City Harvest’s website, www.cityharvest.org, to sign on to New York City Food
and Farm Bill Principles, send a letter to your elected official, and sign up for
e-alerts that will help you stay up to date on this and other local, state, and
federal policies that impact hungry New Yorkers.

Donor Spotlight

Robin Hood
With the need for emergency food
at record levels across the city,
City Harvest is working to get as
much good food as possible to our
hungry neighbors. As an organization
dedicated to breaking the cycle of
poverty in New York City, Robin
Hood (www.robinhood.org) has been
a fantastic partner to City Harvest
in this effort. They find, fund, and
partner with nonprofits where
they know their gift will have the
maximum impact, and since the
recession began in 2008, have
provided City Harvest with the

resources necessary to rescue and
deliver millions of pounds of food.
This year, Robin Hood’s investments
in our new food rescue facility and
emergency food deliveries, totaling
more than $1 million, are helping
City Harvest provide a record amount
of healthy food today, while at the
same time ensuring we have the capacity
to respond to the rise in demand for
years to come. City Harvest is proud
to count Robin Hood as our partner
in the fight against hunger and grateful
for their generous support.

WHAT’s
COOKING
May 13 – June 17
City Harvest’s annual food drive, Feed the Kids,
will run between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day and
helps provide much-needed food for New York City’s children
through the summer months, when access to school meals
may be limited. Schools, businesses, organizations, and
individuals throughout New York City will collect kid-friendly
food for City Harvest to deliver to food pantries and soup
kitchens that serve hungry families. For more information or
to run a food drive, please visit www.cityharvest.org.
May 14 – May 18
Did you know that $10 can help feed 37 children?
Join Skip Lunch Fight Hunger and donate what
you usually spend on lunch to help feed hungry kids and
their families. Sign up to participate in our 10th annual
Skip Lunch Fight Hunger and help us beat last year’s total
of nearly half a million dollars. Visit www.skiplunch.org for
more information.
May 16
On Wednesday, May 16th, City Harvest will hold
its eighth annual On Your Plate luncheon at
the Metropolitan Club, treating guests to an elegant lunch
followed by a conversation with guest speaker, author,
television writer, and producer, Susan Fales-Hill. Last year’s
event attracted over 200 guests and raised over $240,000―
enough to help feed over 148,000 hungry New Yorkers for
a week. To purchase tickets, visit www.cityharvest.org.
June 20
Join us for the longest party night of the year on
the Summer Solstice when City Harvest’s young
professionals group Generation Harvest hosts its annual
Summer in the City at the Metropolitan Pavilion on
Wednesday, June 20th. This festive evening includes a
restaurant tasting and cocktail party providing guests with
the opportunity to see some of the city’s newest culinary
stars in action. Guests will have the chance to win unique
culinary, travel, and entertainment prizes and experiences
through a raffle and silent auction. Purchase your tickets
today at www.cityharvest.org.

City Harvest exists to end hunger in
communities throughout New York
City. We do this through food rescue
and distribution, education, and other
practical, innovative solutions.
575 Eighth Ave. 4th Floor
New York, NY 10018
tel 917.351.8700
fax 917.351.8720
To Make a Gift ONLINE visit www.cityharvest.org/SPRINGNEWS12

Want More?
Sign up for FRESH NEWS, our
email newsletter at www.cityharvest.org

City Harvest is one of three New York nonprofit organizations recognized
by the 2011 New York Times Company Nonprofit Excellence Awards for
outstanding management practices.

Uncommonly Good
4,600

Pounds of assorted breads, pastries,
fresh salads, sandwiches and
prepared dishes from Aramark at
Penn Station Commissary

34,008

Pounds of artisan bread from
Eli’s Bread

80,960

Pounds of tasty ice cream from
Festival Ice Cream

69,185

Pounds of baked, packaged and
canned goods, produce, and
meat from Jetro Cash & Carry/
Restaurant Depot

56,256

Pounds of specialty meat, cheese
and bread items from Eataly

18,2100

Pounds of mixed produce from
Banacol Marketing Corporation

95,368

Pounds of green tea and spring water
from Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.

86,400

Pounds of mixed produce from
Fruit Importers Americas Inc.

50,715

Pounds of bread, canned vegetables,
meat and pasta entrées, packaged
pasta and cookies, milk, cheese,
chicken, beef, fruits, and vegetables
from BJ’s Wholesale Club

62,516

Pounds of mixed produce and fresh
cucumbers, and various grocery items
from Baldor Specialty Foods

City Harvest is one of only 25 social service organizations in
New York City to receive 4 stars from Charity Navigator.

8,342

Pounds of bread, canned vegetables,
meat and pasta entrées, packaged
pasta and cookies, milk, cheese,
chicken, beef, fruits, and vegetables
from D’Agostino Supermarkets Inc.

City Harvest meets all Better Business Bureau Standards for
Charity Accountability.

